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I4 8 POLITICAL SCIENCE QUARTERLY [Vol. XXX 

The Tinplate Industry. By J. H. JONES. London, P. S. King 
and Son, 19 14. — xx, 280 pp. 

This is a careful monograph on the history and present organization 
of the Welsh tinplate industry by a student who knows the business. 
A brief sketch of the technique of production is followed by a study 
of the period of British monopoly down to 1890, and then of the period 
of competition ushered in by the passage of the McKinley tariff. The 
four chapters on organization deal with the localization of the industry, 
the structure of the business unit, the combination of producers, and 
always, and perhaps chiefly, the organization of labor. 

Like most careful students, Mr. Jones, while agreeing that our tin- 
plate industry offers a striking illustration of the successful application 
of the " infant industry " principle, is inclined to give the McKinley 
tariff relatively small credit for the actual growth of the industry during 
the nineties. He points out that the fall in the price of steel here 
made even the reduced rates of the Wilson tariff sufficiently protective, 
and holds the Dingley rates primarily responsible for the formation of 
the tinplate trust. The distress occasioned in Wales by the loss of the 
American market and the subsequent recovery of the Welsh industry to 
its present prosperous condition are described in a chapter that shows 
interestingly the possibility of fighting protective tariffs with the weapon 
of free trade. Mr. Jones believes that the abolition of protection here 
would mean a rapid growth of the American tinplate industry at the 
expense of the Welsh (page 100). 

The varying fortunes of the unions of tinplate workers are traced in 
some detail, and the conditions of successful unionism in an industry 
such as this are pointed out. 

One of the merits of the book is the manner in which it relates con- 
crete industrial facts to economic theory. For example, Mr. Jones's 
study of market demand, as opposed to total demand over a long period, 
and of the relation between demand for tinplate and for the consump- 
tion goods packed in tin, leads him to some suggestive conclusions as 
to the possibility of enlarging the market and increasing the prosperity 
of the industry by cutting wages during depression. Such detailed in- 
dustrial studies as this put a solid foundation under economic theory 
and suggest the limits of its generalizations. The reviewer has noted 
one or two apparent slight slips in the discussion of American condi- 
tions, but the author appears to have done his work with much care, 

thoroughness and caution. 

H. R. Mussey. 



